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We understand that local government faces huge challenges every day. 

Reduced budgets and staffing levels resulting in a trend of working more closely with both neighbouring authorities and the 
private sector, mean that juggling the provision of legal services is becoming more complicated.

Palmers Solicitors’ team of lawyers are able to support local authorities with a range of legal matters including:

• Commercial property services
• Residential property services
• Property management-related legal requirements
• Landlord and tenant law requirements (commercial and residential)
• Planning agreements
• Development agreements
• Construction work
• Commercial contracts, including terms of business and Service Level Agreements
• Employment contracts and policies, disputes, employment tribunal hearings and general HR support and advice
• Prosecution and defence work (including for environmental health breaches and benefits fraud)
• Judicial reviews
• TUPE and pensions
• Corporate structures
• Dispute resolution

Our team of experts – which includes former local authority legal officers – is able to provide tailored and cost-effective support.

To assist with budgeting we can tailor a package from our range of pricing structures available from fixed and value-based through to  
hourly-rated fees.

For more information about how our dedicated team can help you, please contact us.
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Commercial property services for local authorities

Our team of experts have extensive experience of working with and for local authorities in a number of areas including:

• Freehold and leasehold acquisition and disposal
• Commercial leases and lease management work including renewals, assignments, sub-lettings, lease variations and rent review
• Site assembly for developers
• Advice for landlords and tenants
• Option, pre-emption and overage agreements
• Property financing
• Advice on retail, office and industrial development
• Joint venture projects
• Section 106 and other planning related agreements
• Regeneration schemes
• Estate development and sales
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Residential property services for local authorities

Our residential property team is able to support local authorities on a range of legal matters including:

Leasehold enfranchisement Right to buy Right to first refusal

Shared ownership  
schemes

Tenancy and  
licence agreements

Property sales  
and purchases

Security for loans New-build (plot)  
sales and purchases

Property management work 
including preparation of legal  

packs on sales and lettings
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Construction law for local authorities

Construction can be a significant area of risk for local authorities. At Palmers Solicitors, we can advise on the relevant  
legal issues throughout the lifecycle of a construction project.

We can assist with both contentious and non-contentious legal issues, as well as help with the recovery of any debts owed.

When dealing with contentious matters, we will, wherever possible, use negotiation and mediation to prevent disputes arising. However, 
if these cannot be avoided, we have the experience and resources to deal with appropriate disputes forums, whether in the form of 
adjudication, arbitration or litigation, including urgent injunctive proceedings.

Our construction services, include:

• Advice on professional appointments and drafting terms of engagement
• Preparation and negotiation of standard construction contracts
• Preparation and negotiation of bespoke construction contracts and development agreements
• Associate agreements
• Defective works claims
• Extension of time and loss and expense claims
• Contract disputes
• Payment disputes
• ADR, arbitration, adjudication and litigation
• Mediation

We act for main contractors, subcontractors, employers,  
construction professionals, public bodies and developers.

We can also offer a fixed-fee adjudication service that assists  
with budgeting and certainty of costs.
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Commercial contracts services for local authorities

Our experts are able to assist with all aspects of contract law for local authorities, as well as private contractors working  
on behalf of local government.

At each stage, we provide advice and guidance to ensure all parties are working towards the same goal. From Heads of Terms, negotiation, 
drafting through to completion, we will support you in your endeavours to ensure appropriate obligations and that they are adhered to.

Our expertise includes advising on, drafting and negotiating commercial arrangements including:

IT and telecommunications contracts

Construction and maintenance contracts – both standard form (JCT/NEC) and bespoke

Commercial contracts for goods and services where the local authority is the customer or the provider

Agency agreements

Leisure services contracts with third-party providers, both private sector and charitable

Joint ventures and projects including services and works

Our team will work in partnership with your or your  
in house team as appropriate, to provide specific advice  
for your contractual requirements.
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Criminal prosecution and defence

At Palmers Solicitors, we are able to support local authorities in all areas of criminal prosecution and defence, including  
in relation to health and safety matters.

Our criminal law team is led by partner Jeremy Sirrell, whose extensive criminal law experience includes qualifying as a barrister and acting  
as a legal adviser to magistrates across Essex before qualifying as a solicitor and establishing our criminal law department.

As a former Crown Prosecutor, he also brings to his criminal prosecution and defence work valuable insight into the processes and mindset  
of prosecuting authorities.

Our team is able to advise on a wide variety of matters, including:

• Prosecutions brought by bodies ranging from the Crown Prosecution Service and the Health and Safety Executive to Local Authority 
Trading Standards Departments and Benefits teams

• Licensing matters including licensing appeals
• Criminal matters which may be breaches of the licensing act
• Regulatory crime, including underage sales, breaches of health and safety, food safety and environmental law
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Employment, HR and local 
government

Local authorities sometimes encounter complicated 
employment issues and our employment law team have 
considerable experience in advising in such situations and 
working to manage the risks appropriately.

We provide advice on matters such as restructuring and the steps 
that councils need to go through to ensure that they are observing 
the appropriate legal processes and in order to reduce the risk of  
a successful Tribunal claim.

We have extensive experience in advising on grievances, disciplinary 
action and carrying out sensitive investigations.

The Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) is a significant 
competitive advantage for local government employers in helping 
to attract and retain staff. However, with many local authorities 
contracting services, the requirement to ensure that transferred 
staff can still access the LGPS – or a broadly comparable scheme  
– is an important issue. New employers are increasingly reluctant  
to take on the risks and often these liabilities can be significant and 
being clear about what risks a contractor is expected to take on, is 
critical to the process.

Companies, partnerships and 
corporate structures 

Local authorities have engaged in many company and 
partnership structures over the years. We have vast 
experience of navigating the wide range of relevant legal 
issues that contribute to the success of the project, including:

• Different entities available including companies, limited liability 
partnerships and community-based societies

• Whether charitable or Community Interest Company (CIC) status 
is appropriate

• Whether the creation of a Wholly Owned Company is appropriate
• How the project will be documented, including shareholder 

agreements, business plans, service agreements, funding 
agreements, asset transfer, leases and options for sale of land

• How conflict of interests should be addressed
• Data Protection considerations
• Freedom of Information
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Dispute resolution for local government

Our experienced dispute resolution team of solicitors provide clear and practical advice to local government.

Whilst it is clearly preferable to avoid disputes from arising, in some instances it is unavoidable.

We work in partnership with our clients to settle disputes in a cost effective and timely manner, avoiding court proceedings wherever possible.
We are able to work with you to achieve the most appropriate outcome to your dispute.

We are able to assist with:

• Contractual disputes, including supply of goods and services disputes
• Commercial property disputes
• Residential property disputes, including all forms of Landlord and Tenant Disputes
• Insolvency and bankruptcy
• Partnership dissolution
• Restrictive covenants
• Debt and fee recovery, including statutory demands
• Intellectual Property Disputes (particular Copyright, Passing off and Trade Marks)
• Advising local authorities on whether they have grounds for bringing a judicial review claim
• Advising local authorities on whether they have a defence to a judicial review claim brought against them
• Supporting local authorities to bring judicial review claims
• Supporting local authorities to defend a judicial review claim
• Obtaining permission from the Court for an application to be made
• Representation during judicial review court proceedings
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Adam Davis
Director – Construction

 01268 988488
AdamDavis@palmerslaw.co.uk

BJ Chong
Director – Commercial Department

 01375 484444
BJChong@palmerslaw.co.uk

Carey Jacobs
Director – Commercial Property

 01268 240000
CareyJacobs@palmerslaw.co.uk

Jeremy Sirrell
Director – Prosecutions

 01268 240000
JeremySirrell@palmerslaw.co.uk

Luke Morgan
Director – Commercial Litigation

 01268 240000
LukeMorgan@palmerslaw.co.uk

Nicola Tubbs
Department Director –  
Residential Property

 01268 240000
NicolaTubbs@palmerslaw.co.uk

Carla Jones
Associate Solicitor – Commercial 
Dispute Resolution and Insolvency

 01268 240000
CarlaJones@palmerslaw.co.uk

Maisie Yau
Associate Solicitor – Commercial 
Property and Construction

 01245 322111
MaisieYau@palmerslaw.co.uk

Matthew Johnson
Associate Solicitor – Commercial 
Department

 01268 240000
MatthewJohnson@palmerslaw.co.uk

Meet our team
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Makayla Phillips
Solicitor – Property Litigation

 01268 240000
MakaylaPhillips@palmerslaw.co.uk

Samantha Randall
Associate Solicitor – Employment

 01268 240000
SamanthaRandall@palmerslaw.co.uk

Michelle Hill
Executive – Commercial Property

 01268 240000
MichelleHill@palmerslaw.co.uk
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BASILDON

19 Town Square,
Basildon,
Essex,
SS14 1BD

    01268 240000

SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS

Prospect House, Brickfields Road,
South Woodham Ferrers,
Chelmsford, Essex,
CM3 5XB

    01245 322111

THURROCK

Ascension Chambers, 
Fleming Road, Chafford Hundred,
Grays, Essex,
RM16 6HH

    01375 484444

RAYLEIGH

105 High Street,  
Rayleigh,  
Essex,  
SS6 7QA

    01268 988488
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