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WHEN TO REGISTER YOUR

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
Before your Lasting Power of Attorney (“LPA”) can be used it must be registered with the Office of the Public Guardian (“OPG”). You or your Attorney(s) can register your LPA as soon as it has been created or at some point in the future, perhaps when it needs to be used.

The following may assist you in deciding when you should register your LPA:-

	Register immediately after creation of the LPA
	Delay registration until some time in the future, such as when the LPA needs to be used 

	Advantages


	Advantages



	The LPA is ready to be used as soon as it is required.

	You can ensure that your Attorney(s) do not use the LPA without your consent or until it is needed, i.e. you have lost capacity and therefore need your Attorneys to act.


	Avoids any increases in future registration fees. 

	No payment of registration fee unless the LPA needs to be used. 


	A discount is available on Palmers’ legal costs for the registration of an LPA if registration proceeds immediately after creation. 

	You can revoke the LPA without notifying the OPG; further the OPG does not require changes in your own or your Attorney(s) personal details.


	Disadvantages


	Disadvantages



	Subject to your annual income, you will incur the OPG’s registration fee (currently £120) even though the LPA may not need to be used.


	A delay, likely to be between 8-12 weeks, whilst the registration process is completed during which neither you nor your Attorneys may be able to access your finances.


	If you decide in the future that you are unhappy with the LPA, you will need to revoke it and create / register a new LPA thereby incurring a further fee. 


	Legal costs and the OPG’s registration fee may increase in the future.


	You must inform the OPG of any changes in your own or your Attorney(s) details once registration is completed.


	If there is any error on the form that has not been spotted at the time of creation then this could prevent registration of the LPA and you may then lack capacity to create a new LPA.

	The LPA can be used by your Attorney(s) once registered and it is not a requirement, unless expressly stated, that you should lack mental capacity.
	


